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AGS 60th Year Begins
For the AGS 60th anniversary year, AGS will be led by new president Scott Lee. Andria Yakoubian will
serve as first vice president. The AGS board met January 29 via Zoom and selected genetic genealogist
Diahan Southard as speaker for the 2022 annual October seminar October 15.
The Treasurer's Report by Whitney McLaughlin showed AGS account balances to be $44,926.80 as of
December 31, 2021.
It was reported that the AGS Early Arkansas Roots DNA Project has 68 members.
https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/agsearlyarkansasrootsproject/about
The next board meeting is set for April 9.
More information on Diahan Southard https://www.yourdnaguide.com/

AGS President Mitchell Resigns
AGS President George Mitchell resigned from the board January 4. The action
was effective immediately.
“After serving on the AGS Board for almost 11 years and being honored to be
your president for seven of those years, I feel the time has come for me to step
down from the board. I have said many times, and continue to say, you are the
best group of people I have ever worked with and I mean that from the bottom
of my heart.”
As AGS president during the pandemic, Mitchell oversaw the organization’s first
successful virtual conference featuring Lisa Louise Cooke in October, 2021. He
oversaw the launch of a new web site that was coordinated by board member
Scott Lee. He has long served in numerous lineage-related organizations and
has made presentations before such groups as Heritage Seekers of Arkansas
and Daughters of the American Revolution. He and his wife, Sheila, have undertaken extensive genealogy
travel and have long promoted AGS.
“These past 11 years have been wonderful,” Mitchell wrote. “ I feel that I have made many lifelong friends
with all of those who have served on the board with me. I know that you will continue on with the work of
AGS in the same manner you always have.”
Board members are extremely grateful to him for his conscientious service.

New AFH to Cover Diverse Topics
Arkansas Naturalization Records
Added to Ancestry
Naturalization records provide critical
information about our ancestors and clues for
further research. The following new Arkansas
naturalization records are now online at
Ancestry.com.
Arkansas, U.S., Naturalization Records,
1907-1968 Ancestry
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/250
6/
However, these naturalizations are only those
recorded in Federal Court records, not those
processed in local county courthouse records
before 1907.

Among some of the topics to be covered in the new AGS

Arkansas Family Historian that will be in mailboxes soon
are these:
The Family of Aransas Pioneer, John Cate, Part 2, Aunt
Susan L. Cook's Bible Records, Defending the Legal
Rights of Former Slaves (Freedman's Bureau Courts),
Antioch Church of Christ Records in Delight, and White
County Indigent Families of Confederate Soldiers.
You may well find information about Arkansas ancestors
in AFH that cannot be found readily elsewhere. It’s a
source of pride for AGS.

Native American Genealogy Resource
Dr. Mitchell Takes Part in Panel
Discussion
AGS Board member Dr. Brian Mitchell
participated in a panel discussion after a race
related-film shown January 16 just before the
Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday.
The Arkansas Peace & Justice Memorial
Movement (APJMM) sponsored the film
screening of “Monumental Crossroads: The
Fight For Southern Heritage” completed after
the 2017 Charlottesville racial clashes.
Dutch filmmaker Tim Van den Hoff made a
6,000-mile journey through the American south,
confronting the topic of Confederate Civil War
memorials and whether they should be
preserved out of respect for history and
"heritage" or eliminated because of the culture of
slavery they supposedly represent.
After the film screening, the filmmaker
participated in a panel discussion with Dr.
Mitchell, Dr. Guy Lancaster & Dr. Eric
Wiebelhaus-Brahm. It was moderated by

Kwami Abdul-Bey.

Arkansans often have been told that we have Native
American DNA. Family lore, or fact? A new book may
help sort out our questions.
Written by Roberta Estes, the foremost expert in her field,
DNA for Native American Genealogy is the first textbook
of its kind for researchers hoping to flesh out Native
American heritage through DNA testing.
Determining how to incorporate testing into Native
American genealogy research can be confusing. What
types of DNA tests are available to us, and which
companies offer them? How is Native American DNA
recognized within our own DNA? What information about
Native American ancestors can DNA testing uncover?
DNA for Native American Genealogy addresses those
questions.
Author Estes provides step-by-step guidelines on how to
use DNA testing at the four major DNA testing
companies.
https://genealogical.com/store/dna-for-native-american-ge
nealogy/

The Brick Wall Challenge…Stump Craig
Heritage Seekers invites you to The Brick Wall
Challenge Monday Feb. 7 6:30 p.m. via Zoom
"Stump Craig" is an opportunity to interact with a
bonafide know-it-all, genealogically speaking. He is
willing to help solve any genealogical problem. He won't
find your great-grandfather, but he can help YOU find
him!
Get busy NOW & dig out your toughest genealogical
challenge and take this opportunity to “Stump Craig”
Especially military questions! (Any war or National
Archives questions)
You will be able to speak with Craig and show him your
problem.
Craig Roberts Scott, MA, CG, FUGA is the author of
seventeen books and several articles in the National
Genealogical Society Quarterly, the Magazine of
Virginia Genealogy and other genealogical publications.
He is the President and CEO of Heritage Books, Inc.
A professional genealogical and historical researcher for
more than thirty-five years, he specializes in military
records, problem-solving, Quakers, and publishing.
Craig is a member of the Company of Military Historians
and on the editorial board of the National Genealogical
Society Quarterly. A former Treasurer and Director of
the Association of Professional Genealogists. He has
been a faculty member or coordinator of research tracks
in the Institute of Genealogy and Historical Research,
Samford University and the Salt Lake Institute of
Genealogy, and the Genealogical Institute of Pittsburgh.
Craig became a Fellow, Utah Genealogical Association
in 2014. He is currently the Coordinator of the SLIG
Guided Research and Consultation Track, helping
students solve their brick wall problems. SLIG also
hosts Craig as the subject (willing victim) of a lively
discussion called, "Stump Craig."

AGS Board Member to Co-Present
Cemetery Preservation Program
AGS board member Carla Hines-Coleman and
Tamela Tenpenny Lewis will present a virtual
session on black cemetery preservation in late
February via Heritage Seekers Genealogy
Club. It's "The Role Cemeteries Play in
Recording Our Community Histories."
https://heritageseekersar.com/
“This presentation demonstrates the historical
significance of documenting the important roles
of the enslaved, descendants of slaves and free
people of color within the communities of
Hensley, Woodson, Wrightsville, and Sweet
Home in Pulaski County, Arkansas. “ It’s on
Monday, February 28,at 6:30 p.m.
Preservation of African American Cemeteries,
Inc. (PAAC) was started in January 2003 by
Tamela Tenpenny-Lewis and Coleman, along
with six other individuals throughout Arkansas.
Carla Hines-Coleman is a retired production
associate from Avaya Inc. She is a (private)
genealogical and historical research consultant
who also serves on the boards of Oakland &
Fraternal Cemeteries, the Arkansas
Genealogical Society and Black History
Commission of Arkansas. She is also affiliated
with the Afro-American Historical &
Genealogical Society, Union Cemetery Project,
PAAC, and more.
Tamela Tenpenny-Lewis is president of
Preservation of African American Cemeteries,
Inc. (PAAC). She has served as the national
president of the Afro-American Historical and
Genealogical Society and was also a charter
member and first chapter president of the
Arkansas Chapter. She serves in many
historical and genealogical groups and is on the
board of the Arkansas Humanities Council.
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Daisy Gatson Bates: Genealogical Dead Branch but
Arkansas Legend
It’s always important to spend a little time examining the branches of
your family tree, even if you know those lines did not yield any cousins.
Daisy Gatson Bates is one of those perfect examples. Take a moment to
look, and who knows what kind of legacy you will find!
Born in Huttig, Arkansas in 1914, Daisy was born to Hezakiah Gatson and Millie
Riley. When Daisy was just an infant, her mother Millie died. Daisy shared
information in her book, “The Death of My Mother” at age 8, she learned that her
mother was raped and murdered by three local white men. Living in the Jim
Crow South, no justice came from Millie Riley’s murder. Upon learning of the
details of her mother’s murder, Daisy began to swell with hate and bitterness.
She wanted justice; she wanted vengeance.

Her adopted father told her on his deathbed, “If you hate, make it count
for something.” And Daisy did just that! Daisy became an American civil
rights activist, publisher, journalist, and lecturer, who played a leading role
in the Little Rock Integration Crisis.
Nine now famous children, looked at Daisy as a Mother figure. She
taught them courage and persistence during the desegregation of Central
High School in 1957.
Daisy opened her home to serve as the organizing and strategy center
for the African American students that would soon change society. For
the entire school year, Bates would serve as a personal advocate and
would walk the children to school daily.
When we think about African American leaders, Daisy Bates has left a
legacy that would make any family proud. So don’t forget to explore
those “dead branches” because you might come up with a pot of gold!

AGS Ezine
With the ongoing pandemic, content for the AGS Ezine has been hard to come by. You
may not get a newsletter delivered to your email box every month, but please know we
will continue to gather your Arkansas genealogical information and send it your way as
needed.
If you have content you would like to see in the Ezine please send it to our editors.

https://argensoc.org/contact/#gsc.tab=0

