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Arkansas Observes Native
American Heritage Month
Native American Heritage Day was
observed November 26, and
Arkansans have many ancestral
connections to celebrate. The
Arkansas Native American
population was estimated
to be about 20,000 as of 2019.
The University of Arkansas at Fort
Smith hosted events celebrating
Native American Heritage Month in
November, including storytelling, a
movie night, regalia presentation,
and information on Cherokee
women's role in governance.

The Arkansas Family Historian is
a worthy benefit of AGS
membership. In the new issue,
there are articles about Ouachita
County mountain pioneers in the
Abee family, a Civil War letter,
Dallas County indigent families of
Confederate Soldiers, a bill of
sale for two enslaved persons,
family Bible records of the
Hubberts, plus more. Please take
a look to find possible ancestor
surprises when you receive your
copy. It's a holiday family present
like no other.
AFH has been published
quarterly by AGS since 1962 and
features unique research on
Arkansas ancestors.

The three most prevalent tribes in
Arkansas included the Caddos,
Quapaws, and the Cherokee as
they traveled through the state on
the Trail of Tears to present day
Oklahoma.
The word Arkansas derives from
Acansa, a Native American word
that means "southern place." The
Parkin Archeological State Park and
Toltec Mounds State Park have
well-known research stations that
continue to unearth part of native
inhabitants' history here.

Society of Mayflower
Descendants in Arkansas
Celebrate 400th
"Thanksgiving"
Do you have
Mayflower
ancestors in your
family tree? It is
estimated that there
are 30 million
descendants
worldwide. Since
Mayflower
ancestors intermarried early on,
whoever descends from one in the
group likely is related to others.
The Society of Mayflower
Descendants in the State of
Arkansas celebrated Thanksgiving at
the Hot Springs Country Club
November 20. "Bring your hat! Wear
your costume! Bring your children,
grandchildren and friends to the
Annual Thanksgiving ASMD Meeting
and Lunch and Ancestor Roll Call,"
the invitation requested.
Though the Mayflower landed in
1620, it was 1621 before the first
"Thanksgiving" was celebrated after
the October harvest,
so this year is the 400th anniversary
of the gathering.
Contact:
http://www.mayflower-ar.org/

Theory of Family Relativity
Update
MyHeritage has recently updated
its Theory of Family Relativity
relationship connections for DNA
matches, which it does periodically.
As a result:

The total number of theories has
increased almost 48%, from
39,845,078 to 58,866,331.
The number of DNA Matches that
include a theory increased 48.7%,
from 27,130,989 to 40,335,252.
The number of relationship paths
increased 46%, from 312,222,662
to 456,091,094 (sometimes
theories are found through multiple
paths, and these provide additional
supporting evidence of a
relationship).
The number of MyHeritage users
who now have at least one Theory
of Family Relativity™ for their DNA
Matches has increased by 22.2%
What all this means is that if you
haven’t benefited from a Theory of
Family Relativity™ DNA match
suggestion yet, that’s very likely to
change thanks to this new update.

MyHeritage Publishes French Ancestor
Historical Collections

Do you have hard-to-research French family history in
your Arkansas family tree? MyHeritage has announced
the publication of 463 million historical records from
France in 5 collections: birth, marriage, death, and two
censuses.
The company says, "The collections provide the most
comprehensive coverage available for vital records from
France in the 18th, 19th, and early 20th centuries. Until
now they have been available exclusively through Filae, a
leading French genealogy company recently acquired by
MyHeritage. The collections cover nearly every
department in France and include a high-quality index of
the transcribed records and digital images of the original
documents." Millions of the records are exclusive to
MyHeritage and Filae.

By the end of December, MyHeritage will publish
hundreds of millions of additional Filae records. These
new collections increase MyHeritage’s historical record
offering in France to a total of 514 million French records.
They bring the total number of historical research records
on MyHeritage to 15.6 billion.

You can read details of the collections here:
https://blog.myheritage.com/2021/10/myherita
ge-publishes-huge-collection-of-463-million-hi
storical-records-from-france/

Arkansas Colonial Dames Event Features
Genealogy and AGS Board Member
The National Society of the Colonial
Dames of America featured the topic
"Exploring the World of Genealogy"
at its semi-annual meeting at the
Country Club of Little Rock
November 18.
AGS board member Jeanne Rollberg
offered 10 suggested genealogy resolutions for the new year
and provided a list of family history resources, including AGS'
quarterly publication, the Arkansas Family Historian, for the
group.
The NSCDA is an organization of women who are descended
from an ancestor "who came to reside in an American Colony
before 1776, and whose services were rendered during the
Colonial Period." The Arkansas division, one of 44 corporate
societies, was organized in Little Rock and admitted into the
National Society in 1898.
The group is noted for supporting many local and national
historic preservation projects. For more information on the
organization, please use the link:
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Archives Recognition

Arkansas Genealogical Society Ezine,

Family Tree Magazine November/December has named the
Arkansas Digital Archives as one of the 75 Best State
Genealogy Websites of 2021.
https://digitalheritage.arkansas.gov/
To see all 75 sites that will enhance your family research,
check the article at this link:
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/best-state-genealogy-we
bsites/
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Holiday Giving and the Priceless Gift of Family History
It was nearly 100 years before DNA tests could tell us with precision about our exact family history after short story writer
William Sydney Porter, “O.Henry,” illustrated family love and the spirit of sacrifice in his wonderful work, “The Gift of the Magi.”
In that story, a young couple separately sold their most prized possessions to purchase something special for the other. The
Magi in the title referred to the rich and wise said to have bestowed gifts upon the baby Jesus.
During the holidays, if we want to give long lasting and even transformational gifts, we can easily prepare family history-related
offerings even as we have the privilege of again gathering with and remembering family members. (In fact, many of our distant
ancestors were married on Christmas Day or Christmas Eve because Christmas was one of about three work holidays during
the year.)

Meaningful Family History Gifts
We can share treasured family artifacts and documents, or custom calendars or booklets filled with historic family history
photos. We can create videos of our family activities this year so that children and grandchildren can see, 50+ years hence,
how the family sounded, how it interacted, and what it treasured during the holidays.
Do we have any new grandchildren in the family? If we haven’t done so already, we can “document ourselves,” providing
something as simple as a typed four-page personal history of our own lives that will delight descendants in a different era. We
can have a customized family or individual portrait made.
And some of these gifts may also be shared with the broader family circle across the world through Facebook, family trees, and
broader social media. In fact, we can create private family history or reunion Facebook pages to continue the sharing.

Customized Family History Travel/Research
If we are traveling to share holidays with other family members in Arkansas or elsewhere, we may be where our ancestors
lived.
If traveling to see family areas this holiday, we are thrice blessed. We can take an extra day or two (or more) to see our family
places in local communities, and extend our learning with wonderful heritage tourism in the area. And more: we can visit
libraries, historical associations or archives to seek local information about our ancestors that has eluded us or is not yet
online. (Most are closed only a few days during the holidays.)
This three-pronged process of discovery is called roots tourism, and nearly everyone who’s lucky enough to experience it
builds treasured memories: there is nothing quite like standing where long-ago ancestors have walked. It helps us understand
the very contours of their lives. It also provides more understanding about who we ourselves are—our family’s broader historic
identity.
In Arkansas, we might be standing in a Civil War field, or on a farm, or in a church where an ancestor was baptized or a
cemetery where family are buried. We might be reading an ancestor’s diary. When we do this with our children and
grandchildren, involving them in research and travel, we encourage an interest and good habits that will enable them to
preserve, enhance, and pass on the family’s history. Younger family members are often engaged by the sharing technology
that makes family history more fun and easier.
As we begin building (or rebuilding or adding to) our genealogy experiences, we often find the most wonderful and astounding
surprises and people. This holiday family gift giving and connection opportunity may not be as intense as the one O.Henry
showcased in “The Gift of the Magi” On the other hand, what if it’s 1000 times greater?

