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Lisa Louise Cooke to Speak at
Arkansas Genealogy Society Virtual Conference
Oct 16 9am-3pm on Zoom
Registration is required click this link
Proudly Sponsored by

What You Need To Know for the AGS Conference
Are you planning to attend the free AGS Virtual Fall Conference, but have limited experience with Zoom
Webinars? Don't worry, it's easy.
You can join the webinar with your computer, tablet, or
smartphone. Once you register, you will receive a link to click to join. If you lose that email, don't worry. A
reminder with the link will be sent to you a week before, a day before, and also an hour before it starts. We
encourage joining well before the 9:00 am start time. The Zoom session will open at 8:30 am.
You must register at www.ArGenSoc.org in advance.
You will also need to download the Zoom client from www.zoom.us/download before joining. If you already
have the Zoom client, but it has been several months since installing it, you should download it again to get
the latest version. Please do this now to avoid delays on the morning of the conference.
As an attendee, you will be able to see and hear the presenters. You will not be seen or heard (you do not
need to turn on your camera or microphone). If you have a question, you can type it into the Q&A or click the
"Raise Hand" button. As time permits, we will allow those with a raised hand to turn on their microphone and
possibly camera to ask a question.
If you have questions, go to www.ArGenSoc.org for answers to common questions or go to
www.ArGenSoc.org/contact to ask a question.

Newly Digitized Freedmen's Bureau
Records Now Available
Freedmen's Bureau Records are
especially helpful in tracing African
American genealogy, and more than
3.5 million documents (some
previously available) are now
available free through cooperation
between the National Archives and
Records Administration (NARA) and
an Ancestry.com database. These
records are being termed a
breakthrough in African American
family history.
The Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen,
and Abandoned Lands, referred to
as the Freedmen’s Bureau, was
created right after the Civil War "as
a means to provide aid to newly
emancipated people transitioning
from slavery to freedom.
It supported more than 4 million
people, which included some
impoverished white people and
veterans of the US Colored Troops.”
The records shed much light on the
lives of African Americans as they
transitioned to new circumstances
after the war.
Please see this link:
https://bit.ly/3DVAowj
This site may also be helpful for
Freedmen's Bureau research:
https://freedmensbureau.com/ .

Dr. Brian Mitchell Joins AGS Board
Dr. Brian K. Mitchell, associate professor of History at
UALR, has accepted an invitation to join the AGS Board.
AGS President George Mitchell
has appointed him to fill an empty slot on the board,
according to the AGS by-laws that state that unexpired
terms may be filled by such appointment.
He also serves on the board of the Friends of the
Arkansas State Archives.
Dr. Mitchell is a native of New Orleans and has been a
resident of Arkansas nearly ten years. He teaches in the
Department of History at the University
of Arkansas at Little Rock. His interests include African
American antebellum history, free black communities, and
urban history. He is currently working
on several digital projects that pertain to free blacks in the
Antebellum South and commemoration of the 1919
Elaine Riot. Dr. Mitchell addressed
AGS seminar attendees in 2019 in Benton.

War of 1812 Research Guidance

Many of us have War of 1812 ancestors
whose lives and families we'd like to
investigate, but finding good resources in
one place can be challenging.
Elizabeth Swanay O'Neal's article on
research and related lineage groups here
is worthy:
www.thefamilyheart.com/researching-warof-1812-ancestors-online/

Native Americans Portrayal in Memoir: Portrait
Warrior
Many Arkansans have been told they have Native American
ancestry, and the Trail of Tears is an important part of
Arkansas heritage. An estimated 60,000 affected by the
Indian Removal Act crossed the state in the 19th century.
Joy Harjo, the nation's first Native American poet laureate
(of 23), has a new book called "Poet Warrior: A Memoir"
that has a clear sense of purpose."If my work does nothing
else, when I get to the end of my life, I want Native
peoples to be seen as human beings," she says. It includes
genealogical interest. Harjo lives in Tulsa, Okla., is a
member of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation. Her 2021 memoir
examines the story of her sixth-generation grandfather. He
survived the Trail of Tears, as the government moved
Native peoples from homelands in the southeast to new
territory that became Oklahoma.
Harjo's memoir also reveals a personal story about how
she learned to find herself spiritually. She recounts having
had vivid dreams that marked major points in her life
journey. In one, she carries her seventh-generation
granddaughter into the world.
For more information related to the book, her writings,
and poet laureate Joy Harjo, please see this site:
https://www.joyharjo.com/.

For Arkansas resources/groups on the
War of 1812, please see:
gsw1812ark.org and
usdaughters1812.org/sites/arkansas/ .

AFH Fall 2021
The Arkansas Family Historian is a
worthy benefit of AGS membership. It has
been published quarterly since 1962.

In this fall’s issue, there are articles about
Alma, Lonoke County, Cadron Baptist
Church, Dallas County, Arkansas World
War I soldiers buried in Europe, and
many other interesting offerings about
Arkansas ancestors. Please take a look
when you receive your copy.

Administrative Stuff

Halloween Ritual and The Gentle Call to the Cemeteries

Contributions: If you have
news for the Ezine, send it!

Boo! The commercialized Halloween holiday in the United States reminds us of
costume parties, spooks, goblins, spiders’ webs, witches, skeletons and
cemeteries. Usually shortly after Halloween, countries all over the world – from
Germany to Sweden to Latin American countries’ Dia de los Muertos –
celebrate ancestors’ lives with multiple-day events, many religious in nature.
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Some end with beautiful candlelight ceremonies in cemeteries and a spiritual,
heartfelt recognition of the people (and in some cases, animals!) preceding us.
Careful clean up of cemeteries and gravestones is often done at this time.
In Little Rock, when pandemic isolation is not in effect, there is a historic
reenactment event in October at Arkansas' historic Mount Holly Cemetery
in the Quapaw Quarter. The Natural State has many other fascinating civilian
and military cemeteries as well.
Reminders:

To find loved ones' final resting places, we may use findagrave.com,
http://internment.net/ , https://billiongraves.com/, and many other sites,
including local ones for small cemeteries. Remember to search
https://arkansasgravestones.org/.
Laws regarding cemeteries have varied widely by state and over time. Some
cemeteries are municipal. Others are church related, involving death records
that are not publicly available, but that may be sought. Some are also military
or individual family cemeteries, many overgrown, in rural areas.
Records for the smaller, rural cemeteries are harder to find. Some may be
found in local historical associations or library collections, or even in
USGenWeb listings such as this one:
http://www.usgwtombstones.org/michigan/kent.htm.
The lineage organization D.A.R. often made cemetery censuses, too, for
historic cemeteries in designated locations. These records are increasingly
online.
If you find one ancestor family's graves, you may well find other families and
key friends nearby. Be sure to find a map of a cemetery if one exists.Try
checking with the cemetery office, if there is one, for any paperwork (some
even keep death certificates) that may document ancestors' funerals and other
relationships. Check iconography on graves to learn about organizations that
your loved one may have joined.
Check the backs of gravestones to see if additional family information is there.
Going to cemeteries in October (or anytime) and exploring them online allows
family historians to see and feel another aspect of our families' lives, document
it, and pay it forward so other generations may share.

