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The Arkansas Genealogical Society will
host a free virtual conference in October
On Saturday, October 16, the
Arkansas Genealogical Society will
host its Annual Genealogy Conference
as a free, one-day, virtual event. The
event will take place via Zoom and is
being sponsored by The Black History
Commission of Arkansas.
Saturday’s event will run from
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The featured

speaker for the conference will be Lisa Louise Cooke, host of the
Genealogy Gems Podcast. Mrs Cooke will present:
•

The Genealogist’s Google Search Methodology

•

Cool Cases Solved: How to Identify Your Photos

•

How to Re-open and Work a Genealogical Cold Case

•

Create a Free Google Earth Map Collection for Your Research
The conference will also include the Arkansas Genealogical Society’s annual meeting and will reveal

the winners of its yearly Arkansas Family Historian writing contests. AGS has served the state's genealogy
community since 1962.
Registration is free but attendees must register for the event with a valid email address and must

download the Zoom app to their computer or device.
To listen to Lisa’s podcast visit lisalouisecooke.com
Register online @ ArGenSoc.org.

Fold3 Adds New Collection of World War I Records
Fold3 has added a new collection of WWI records to its archives. The U.S. WWI Burial Cards document the death and burial of more than 78,000 American soldiers in WWI. The cards contain information in-

cluding:
•

Name of the deceased

•

Unit assigned

•

Date and cause of death

•

Burial location

•

Final resting place if reinterred

•

Emergency contact information

Please read More at https://blog.fold3.com/new-world-war-i-records-added.

RootsTech Virtual and Free in 2022
Empowered by its success earlier this year, FamilySearch is planning to take a similar approach with
another free, entirely virtual RootsTech in 2022. As a convenience bonus, the classes are still available
online.
The worldwide online event is scheduled for March 3-5, 2022, FamilySearch announced in a news
release. RootsTech 2021 became an all-virtual event during the COVID-19 pandemic and drew more than
1.1 million participants from more than 240 countries and territories, far exceeding organizers’ expectations.
FamilySearch was “humbled” and “grateful” for the response to an all-virtual RootsTech earlier this
year, said Steve Rockwood, FamilySearch International CEO.

“We heard from thousands of people from all over the globe that the 2021 online experience allowed them to participate for the first time and enjoy the power of learning and connecting virtually,” he
said in a news release. “It created an expansive online archive for learning that is now available for free all
year long. It’s an incredible resource, and we are excited about what we’re planning for 2022.”

Cemetery Record Additions Popular During Pandemic
Do you use the Arkansas Tombstone Transcription Project (http://www.usgwtombstones.org/
arkansas/arkansas.html), findagrave.com, billiongraves.com, interment.net, or other sites to find or transcribe information for ancestor final resting places?
It’s sometimes especially difficult to find information for small or rural cemeteries. Arkansasgravestones.org has more than 1,333,000 gravestone photo records from across Arkansas, with

more than 700+ uploads in July alone.
During the pandemic isolation, many transcribers have increased work in cemeteries to help others,
taking advantage of getting outdoors as well. (Note: Since these valuable cemetery sites are providing usergenerated content, it is important to verify the information separately for genealogy research.)

The Billion Graves website claims it is the world's largest resource for searchable GPS cemetery data.
Some who register on the site also submit headstone images from cemeteries for the database.
Missionaries from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints have traveled through North Dakota,
South Dakota and parts of Minnesota, Montana and Nebraska during the past year, photographing graves at
local cemeteries. They uploaded the images to a database using the Billion Graves app.

“We want to give people better access to their ancestors’ graves and help them with their genealogy work,”
LDS missionary Isaac Moulding said. “I’m originally from Utah and part of a group that goes on mission trips
for two years. This project was a big part of our mission during COVID because it was something we could do
outdoors while staying socially distant. We went to pretty much every county in North Dakota, South Dakota
and the part of Minnesota that we cover, as well as a little bit of Montana and Nebraska."
"The app was already out there and we just decided to take part in it and take pictures in as many
cemeteries as possible to help people out,” he said.
If you have ancestors in the above-listed states, these missionaries’ information could possibly help
you find our ancestors at billiongraves.com.

Tennessee Program Resources : Yakoubian to Present
The Tennessee Genealogical Society (TGS) is offering a variety of events and interesting speakers in
coming months, including one from AGS.
Included as a presenter is AGS board member Andria Yakoubian on August 10 from 7-8:30, with
"Missing Relative Case Study Using DNA." The description of her session: "Where’d They Go? Ever had a
relative who vanished? Or maybe you have a relative who only appears when they are an adult. We will
take a look at how to find a “missing” relative using the DNA trail that they left behind. Andria Yakoubian

will walk through the paper trail and the DNA trail to find a missing relative."
Discover the entire program list here: https://tngs.org/Events/
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